Village Database

Information Guide

it =
-
Z.‘\ W e et Mo .
L. -
A A o ST ored
: >

P i il
© v (b et

HEBRON




Palestine Land Society
 Cbaldzliis
A\ e

Village Database 0- Palestine in the 20" and 21t Century

We shall start with the 20th century although we are now in the 21st. That is because al
Nakba, the catastrophe, occurred primarily in 1948 and never stopped. Al Nakba is the
destruction of Palestine and the uprooting of its people, the most catastrophic event in

Palestine’s 4000-year history.

About 560 towns and villages were depopulated and their people became refugees since
1948. That makes two thirds of the Palestinians refugees (6 million registered with
UNRWA +2 million unregistered- 2018 data). The other third is under Israeli occupation
since 1967 in Gaza and the West Bank. Most of the depopulated villages are shown in

this map.
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PALESTINE 1948

"1 Commemoration of al Nakba - Sixty Years in Exile
The Palestinian Towns and Villages Depopulated in al Nakba of 1948
Prepured by : Salman Abu-Sitta, Copyright 1998, 2008

The dispossessed Palestinians ...
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Data for 480 villages are given here in detail. To start with, six maps/photos are given for

each village as follows:
M1.1 the village built up area (BUA) location.

M1.2 the village land area showing place names, natural features and landmarks such as
mosques, churches, schools, cemeteries, sheikh/weli/magam, antiquities, wells and so

on.

M2.1 aerial photo of the village, Survey of Palestine maps (if either is available) or a drawn

map of the village as best as possible based on sketches drawn by the village residents.

M2.2 Digitized plan of the village houses as far as can be ascertained. When available,
the names of the house owners are given. The list of house owners is not needed for the
Competition but may help to visualize the future design of the village and the hamula or
haret house distribution. Note that, although the information obtained from various

sources may not be complete, it gives a reasonable picture of the village as it was.

» The maps M1.1 to M2.2 refer to the village as it was pre-1948 (20th century).
Comprehensive data about this period is shown in the Atlas of Palestine 1917- 1966,

Part I. A soft copy is available following this link: http://www.plands.org/en/maps-

atlases/atlases/the-atlas-of-palestine

M3.1 The village land area today (circa year 2000) showing new roads and Israeli
settlements on the village land where relevant, while showing the old landmarks on the

same map for reference to the original village.

M3.2 A modern satellite image of the village site as it exists today. It is remarkable to see
that most village sites are still vacant. Most of Kibbutzim (Israeli settlements) were built
away from the original village sites. Therefore, the new village could be built on the same

old location.

» Maps M3.1 and M3.2 show the village in the 21st Century.
Comprehensive data about this period is shown in the Return Journey Atlas.

A soft copy is available following this link: http://www.plands.org/en/maps-

atlases/atlases/the-return-journey



http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the-atlas-of-palestine
http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the-atlas-of-palestine
http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the-return-journey
http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the-return-journey
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The Excel file, if available, shows the list of house owners as accurately as possible as
they were in prel948. It shows the distribution of each hamula and the village public
places. A typical village social structure is usually made up of about 4 to 5 large families
(hamulas) in 4 or 5 neighborhoods (harat), usually referred to by direction: Al-harah Al-
gharbiya, shargiya, shamaliya, qibliya.

The report about the village lists in 12 points the following about the pre-1948 village:

the population statistics of the village at different times old and new, its land area, its
geography and history, its families, education, agriculture, crafts, water resources,
antiquities and holy sites, description of Israeli attacks and occupation, the path of
expulsion, present exile and the remains of the village today.

This leaves 87 villages in Beer Sheba. These are shown in large scale maps with aerial

photos when available.

Village Land in 1948 - BeerSheba District Map- 1/5
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Further data are shown for the villages as follows:
- Village pictures/maps of various locations collected from various sources, including the

following:

- Survey of Palestine maps (1945) - 1:20,000 scale, village land

- Survey of Palestine maps (1945) - 1:1250, or 2500 scale, village built-up area
- Extra aerial photo of the village

- Handmade sketches made by one of the village people.

- New Satellite photo of the village location

This collection of data is intended to document the villages from 1920, the beginning of
the British Mandate on Palestine, till the present time. Needless to say, this data can be
augmented by a variety of archives which are revealed day by day and will portray the full
spectrum of the Palestinian landscape which was destroyed, deliberately and

systematically, by Israel from 1948 and ever since.
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Village Database 1- Palestine in the 19" Century

Palestine in the last quarter of the 19" century was a province in the Ottoman Empire.
The province consisted of several Sanjacs (districts). The most important one was Al
Quds Al Sharif which was headed by al Mutassaref, appointed directly from Istanbul.
Under him was the southern part of Palestine down to Beer Sheba. The Ottoman rule
was undermined by the increasing power and interference of European powers under the
guise of offering “protection” to foreign residents of Palestine. Several European

consulates were opened in Palestine.

In 1865 the Palestine Exploration Fund (PEF) was established in London. PEF organized
the Survey of Western Palestine (SWP). The survey mission was to map Palestine,
ostensibly to study the geography of the Bible in the Holy Land. In reality, the survey was
a cover for the military objectives of charting Palestine and the region, which resulted in
the British occupation of Palestine 1917.

However, SWP became a valuable record of Palestine at the time. Palestine Land Society
(PLS) did considerable research of SWP’s original documents, corrected errors in
geographical accuracy and place names and added newly discovered data not used in
the published survey. Details of this work are given here:

http://www.plands.org/en/articles-speeches/speeches/2020/the-survey-of-western-palestine-

revisited

The value of this work is that it shows Arab Palestine
before the Zionist colonization of Palestine. Among
13,000 names there was not a single Zionist colony.
The majority of these colonies were planted in Palestine
after the British Mandate officially stated in 1922.

The result of this work was the publication of the Atlas o= ' = smbu,'.nde.ﬂmnnes
of Palestine 1871- 1877 in 2020. Find link here: i the Zonits solomihtnt
http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the- g
atlas-of-palestine-1871-1877 e B e
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http://www.plands.org/en/articles-speeches/speeches/2020/the-survey-of-western-palestine-revisited
http://www.plands.org/en/articles-speeches/speeches/2020/the-survey-of-western-palestine-revisited
http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the-atlas-of-palestine-1871-1877
http://www.plands.org/en/maps-atlases/atlases/the-atlas-of-palestine-1871-1877
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One of the important results of the research is to compile an index of 13,000 place names,
with added 4000 names, more than the originally published survey. These include 2,525
human settlements (towns, villages, hamlets, and tribes). This is double the recognized
number of villages in the Village Statistics of 1945 by the (Mandate) Government of
Palestine. The reason is that the latter defined a village land in which a major village or a
cluster of villages are located.

Codes Village Name Prefix '.\IO of
Villages
The following table shows the number 101 Beit 73
of villages according to the 102 Burj 15
nomenclature of the names with or 103 Deir 64
_ _ _ _ 104 Khurbet 1450
without various prefixes preceding the 105 Khurab 3
name of the village. The village names 106 Kuryet 4
today may keep or omit some prefixes. 107 Saknet 7
_ 109 Names in the Atlas of 654
The codes are added in the Atlas to Palestine 1917- 1966
identify different prefixes. There are 110 Arab (clan) 75
also some minor changes in the 111 Kefr 42
_ 112 Umm-- 35
spelling of the names. 108  Other Village Points 103
Total Villages 2,525

In this DATABASE file, each village name in the 19" century (or its location if name not
found) is shown in a red rectangle as it appears in the relevant page of the Atlas of
Palestine 1871- 1877.

Village Database 2- Palestine in the 16" Century

The Islamic State, since the birth of Islam in the seventh century, extended at its zenith
from China to Spain. The Muslim rulers and their capitals changed but the rule of Islam
over its subjects, who were predominantly Muslim, remained governed by Islamic Shari’a.
The Ottoman Empire (The Sublime Ottoman State) ruled Palestine from 1517 when
Sultan Selim removed the Mamluke rulers. This lasted four centuries until the First World

War, when the British army invaded Palestine and occupied Beer Sheba in October 1917.
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ERLANGER GEOGRAPHISCHE ARBEITEN

Herausgegeben von

Vorstand der Frinkischen Geographischen Gesellschaft

Sonderband 5

Wolf-Dieter Hiitteroth
Kamal Abdulfattah

Historical Geography
of Palestine, Transjordan and Southern Syria
in the Late 16th Century

FErlanger 1977

Selbstverlag der Frankischen Geographischen Gesellschaft
in Kommission bei Palm & Enke

Soon after the Ottoman established their
rule in Palestine, they collected taxes
from the inhabitants according to
population number, their occupations,
and their produce. The Ottoman Tax
Register of 1596 is a valuable source of
information. This register was the
subject of a PhD thesis and thorough
research in the listed reference below.
We have based all our research on this

reference:

All such information about Palestine in
this reference was classified, digitized,
and converted into maps by Palestine
Land Society. Moreover, names and
location of villages were compared to the
Atlas of Palestine 1917- 1966 based on
the Survey of Palestine in 1945.

e Here are the main conclusions in Arabic, followed by English:

A9 s g ol gl A A aa) U LaS AlalSy Jgaad) ad i Ui g "Juaal) jiBa" ) Aluaia A 3 Jae U8

Aaady)

o bl AN slal 4 lia (198 4 e o o AN sland dagass 48 20 g8 Jand) 130 (e Jg¥) G )
.50,000 Wi ily Al g4y ol 4l 1966 — 1917 Caladd (yulk

(BAl Joaal) (B Lehuay (355) ia 11 (N Jssal) (2 Baga gall 997 Jual (1o 4B IS Likia ) o
o AU Al LS il gl ) Lpdany Sy g Culaadd Jadi Al ) pil) Jadd Ldey) A UAT Wil Lale
A by cCnpal Gy Jia Claadd (B CSlal 3 Lgag ) oEY) Al (B asa gall Cpbacald (e g ) ey
AU g I g8 ia dandy Waling JI5 ¥ o8 o S Taae o aad (3hal) Jaal) o g3YLy
($) g (i) 9 (£10) gaaa (O8i) O Coa Ailaial) Jadd) Cosans Loy slandl) Qo (& Jasy iy
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LIS oaad cuaall juaall B Ay A aud 20 Latie g L jall A&l dad 8 daeey 138 yuea g (513) guanct (540 9
L A pland cailag Loyl allaall 5 SLaY) pland Ao Liail (5 giag (¥ o) Bad) cpa cpa g Sl il B
(oull) (o S 23y Al gala aadalg g LaS (Sl auad (g Lo T gla ) & RN QAT O g sl LAY A
Ga el painl) & (8lg S gl o ol a8 gl A A AalS cila gl ABLly SLBB s pland) (lany O LaS
o B oSy AT (S A lalina g (Sl g Jgaadl B3 Sl Lgilidilan) A Laaad al (5 8 dllia g Laual g andl)
Tl e Uty lilg 7 gua 38 Al 3 g3 g 4 JLiels Balil) sl g peid) Lings Lia jia) 85, dalil
pu) (B Fga i (Sl 5 1945 alal (ulka¥) B 5352 ga Ubal Walina g9 Aalil) (udi 3 Layaat G gthaal)
S8 oo Adlida clfiaa) 8 laag o B dUa o LS jgaily gais g o) )2l g 1 jae g 48| g Aulic) Jia
G utlll g ) ) s gl Jaliad) o alie jg 288 yildall g Glad) pagady Ll Aalil) udi 8 oSl
Jia Jaludl le Jladl) 1 sial cha g S8 ciin ) Gl al) b Tale 4y 5 cilaslas (e 4l LY
A8h 4550 gal) o) Cpaitand) Lol WL Jladi cppdall QAN B ) sanaly mdy (304 )68 cpdl) dal pud) e
a5 G Jaled) o Lagal) gy GUAN Jghg s s o g lse igia ) A gall B g (e palis iy

comnal ) & A slsa
Usedd a3 ol Ladie g giaua o (3llae (o dUid (g Unedd cibiilan) Lgd U8 (9 uiniuat) s 8 dlia g
o da Jaani o) o) U oSl dalgd) cilaglaall 03a ey (11) Ciriual caad Walia ja) o AN oda cililaay
Aall) dgia z A Lalil) o B Gy 292 g oy lldg sl B a8, Ay 3 Lo B3 ga gal) Al sl 350a
Uy 11 e e (A1 5 )l Lo 16 Q) b ol Uy 3 ) Bl 138 0n ikl (2 A0
O bt} Glamy Aday A o Ukl g Jad il pudal) b ) el LY Add) claansl) ol o Al Jana Coad
Ao ) i Al (8L (yany Ll Uikl Loy 9 i o B9 3 Ll cum cluashl s ) e nsila

A6 QAN B A8 e il gl i 1Y) sl ¥ g

Ol g s Al pland aan 2012 ale gdiall (Cplaald ) ooad) (kY] 3 s ol L alad) aa 138
ey 9 QIGY) Jail A B Bagaga oS al 13) 19 QAN cillmaw B dpilay ) dlad) Lgila (Al allaall g
Aol casal 9 19 QAN B Baila cils slaad o o giag o lady) Galk¥) CDA o) Gulla) o A
.20 QA (B Alaga ol

A s A s g s AN il Jgaa b Lasdg

In this database file, each village name (or its location) is shown in red rectangle as it

appears in the relevant Ottoman Tax Register in 1596.
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PALESTINE
in The Year 1596
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No of
Villages
in
Palestine

Cnlanatd
348

153

124

16

24

11

No of
Villages
in
Lebanon
O
53

11

Total

gsaxall
401

164

124

17

23
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Notes in Arabic
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Notes in English

Description
Existing Localities
from Ottoman
Period till 1948
with same name

Existing Localities
from Ottoman
Period till 1948
with slightly
different spelling
or shortened
name

Localities from
Ottoman period
became extinct
but name
remaining as a
place or landmark
Localities(village)
with same name
but different
location (wrong
coordinates)
Localities(village)
with totally
different spelling

Localities became
extinct with totally
different spelling

Localities became
extinct with totally
different spelling
with wrong
coordinates
Unidentified
Localities from
ottoman period
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Village Database 3- Palestine in the 4th Century

The Palestinian bishop, Eusebius of Caesarea (260-339 AD), also called Eusebius
Pamphili, (flourished in the 4th century Caesarea Palestinae, Palestine), was baptized
and ordained at Caesarea in about 313 AD. He is credited with writing an account of the
first centuries of Christianity, in his Ecclesiastical History, which became a landmark in
Christian historiography. His most important work used in this file, the Onomasticon,
(more properly, On the Place-Names in the Holy Scripture), in Greek, was compiled
by him as a directory of place names, or "gazetteer”, a primary source that
provided pilgrims to Jerusalem ways to travel and provided historical geographers with a
contemporary knowledge of early 4th-century Palestine and Transjordan.

Jerome provided a Latin translation

PALESTINE IN THE FOURTH CENTURY A.D. of Eusebius' Onomasticon, which

THE ONOMASTICON

BY EUSEBIUS OF CAESAREA while living in Bethlehem. Jerome's

Latin edition includes various

Jerome translated in anno 388 CE

G. S. P. FREEMAN-GRENVILLE . .
AT e e designations, based on the

JOA R OR different manuscripts available to
him. This Latin version of Eusebius'
Onomasticon became the main
source for research of Palestine in

the west.

Recently an English translation was
provided by:

Chapmann lll, R.L.; Taylor, J.E.,
eds. (2003). Palestine in the Fourth
Century A.D.: The Onomasticon by
Eusebius of Caesarea. Translated
by G.S.P. Freeman-Grenville.
Jerusalem: Carta. ISBN 965-220-
500-1. OCLC 937002750.

We used this reference in this Village Database file. We digitized the maps, identified the
villages in their historical names compared with the modern names in 1945 Palestine.
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https://www.britannica.com/place/Caesarea
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christianity
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ecclesiastical-History-by-Eusebius
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eusebius_of_Caesarea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gazetteer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_geography
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestine_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transjordan_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_Era
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestine_(region)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joan_E._Taylor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ISBN_(identifier)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/965-220-500-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/965-220-500-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OCLC_(identifier)
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/937002750
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Modern Village (1945)
Al Khalasah PS
Beersheba

Ma'in Abu Sitteh

Huj

Burayr

Bayt Jibrin

Hiribya

Dayr Nakh-khas
Barbara

Kh. Umm Burj

Zik rin

AlJura

Al Majdal (Ashkelon)
Hamama

Bayt Nattif

Al Sawafir (Al Gharbiya)
Tall as Safi

Zakariyya

Al Qabu

Bayt 'ltab

Isdud

Yasur

Ayn Karim

Jilya

Sar'a

Barga

Ishwa'

Kasia

Suba

Al Qastal
Ufta
Qatra
Shahma
'Imwas

Yalu

Bayt Nuba
Abu Shusha
Aqir

Yibna
Salbit

Al Na'ani
Al Qubayba

Historic Name (313)
Elusa
Bersabee
Menoeis
Oga
Buriron
Eleutheropolis
Sarafia-Diocletianupolis
Ir Nahash
Barbarith
Achzeib
Kefar Dirkhria
Jagur
Askalon
Peleia
Betholetepha
Saphier
Geth
Caphar Zecharia
Qobi
Henadab
Asdod
Aser
Beth Ha-Cerem
Gallaia
Saraa
Bareca
Asthaol
Chasalon
Seboim

Gastellum
Naphtho
Gedour
Sachoran
Nikopolis

Ailon
Nebo
Gazer
Akkaron

lamneia
Salabein
Naam?
Elthece
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Modern Village (1945)
Sarafand al 'Amar
Al Haditha

Bayt Nabala
Safiriyya

Bayt Dajan

Kafr 'Ana

Rantiya

Jarisha

Ras al 'Ein

Kafr Saba

Al Haram (Sayyidna 'Ali)
Beisan

Qisarya

Kh. Esh Shuna

As Sindiyana
Jabbul

Al Lajjun

Al Bira

At Tantura

Indur

Jaba'

Awlam (‘Ulam )
Ma'lul

Samakh

Tab'un

Qusqus

Bayt Lahm

Kafr Sabt
Saffuriyya

Kh. Ras 'Ali

Kh. Sa'sa

Nimrin

Al Majdal

Arab al Ghawarina
(Jidru)

Tell el Hunud
Khan el Minya
Mi'ar

Arab al
Samakiyya\Talhum
Yaquq

Khirbat Karraza
Kafr 'Inan

Al Farradiyya

Historic Name (313)

Serifin

Aditha

Beth Nabala
Sapharea
Bethdagon
Ono

Rantia
Gethremmon
Antipatris
Caphar Saba
Apollonia-Arsuf
Scythopolis
Caesarea
Kefar Shuni
Sindenon
Gebul

Legio

Bera

Dor of Nafath
Aendor

Gabe
Oullama
Naalol

Kefar Samah
Tibon
Ardasqus
Bethleem
Kefar Shabthai

Diocaesarea/Sepphori

s
Oolei

Kefar Sasai
Kefar Nimra
Magedan
Gedru

Ainda
Heptapegon
Mearaia
Kapharnoum

Eikok
Chorazein
Kefar Hanania
Parod
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Modern Village (1945) Historic Name (313) Modern Village (1945) Historic Name (313)

'Innaba Betoannaba Safad Sepph

Mirun Meroth Amqga Bethaemek

Safsaf Saphsopha Biriyya Biri

Al Kabri Kabritha Kh. Kafr Hatta Capparetaea

Az Zib Achzeiph Mina el Burj Bdellopotamus?

Tulayl Thel la Khirbat Kafr Sib Jeshub?

Al Bassa Bezeth Tell Abu Qudeis Kades

Dayshum Edraei? Tell el Mutasallim Maggeddo

Mas'ub Masoba Kh. Umm Qubba Katta?

Qadas Kudissos Kh. Tarbana Tarbenet

Kh. Futeis Photis Kh. Yamma lamnel

Suq Mazin Sycomazon Kh. Sarona Saronas

Kh. Abu Jerrah Gerara? As Sammuniya Someron?

Kh. el Jindi Bethagidea Kh. es Seiyada Sayydata

Kh. el Adar Edrai Kh. ed Damiya Ademmei

Sihan Tessam? Kh. Sarjuna Sergunin

Kh. Zuheiliga Sikelag Tell Ma'un (Sahn et Beth Maon
Tell)

Kh. el Majdala Magdaia Kh. Maskana Mashkana

Kh. 'Ajlan Agla Kh. er Ruma Ruma

Mgt. Mar Isa Maresa Kh. Madyan Madon?

Kh. Fattata Phathoura Kh. 'Arbid Arbela

Kh. Murt es Seil Saaleim Kh. Qana Kana

Kh. el Biss Capharabis Kh. en Natif Beth Netopha

Kh. el 'Atar Ather Ard Khirbat Mimla Mamliah

Kh. Ribba Arebbe Kh. esh Shiba Beer Sheba

Kh. Shuweika Sokcho Kh. en Nabratein Kefar Niburaia

Kh. 'Atraba Caphar Tob Kh. Ja'tun Gaaton

Kh. el Yarmuk lermouth Kh. Zuweinita Zenita

Kh. Zanu Zanoua Kh. Qasyun Qision

Kh. 'Ein Shams Bethsamus Kh. 'Abda Abdon

Kh. el Bira Berah Kh. Jalil Gelil

Kh. el Kafira Chepheira Dayr Abu Salama Kefar Shalem

We identified 139 Palestinian villages in existence since then by comparing their Roman
and Arabic names in Palestine within the Armistice Line of 1949. Out of these, one
hundred villages were depopulated and mostly destroyed by Israel in 1948. The
remainder, 39 are still inhabited by Palestinians in Israel. Almost half of the 139 villages
were mentioned by Eusebius and the rest by other Roman sources.

There are further 50 identified ancient Roman sites (Khirbet, i.e. old place, ruin) with

names current in the first century AD and recognizable in Arabic till 1948.
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These sites have been largely erased and omitted from Israeli maps. The above map
shows the selected 100 villages and 50 ancient sites (Khirbets) in existence for 2000
years and depopulated and/or erased by Israel in 1948.

In this file, we show the village (or its location) in a red rectangle as it was in the map of
313AD Palestine.

*kk

A Final Note

This Village Database file, which shows the Palestinian villages in 1877, 1596 and 313AD,
is to be added to the Atlas of Palestine 1917- 1966 (before Al-Nakba) and The Return
Journey Atlas (after Nakba). This solid continuous historical record shows the continuity
of Palestine villages for 2000 years, until most of them were destroyed by Israel in 1948.
The stone may be blown up but the name, history, and location of the villages remain.
Their people may be depopulated and removed. But they remain and multiply, determined

to rebuild and repopulate them, after all evils befell them will no doubt be removed.
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